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-It is important to train journalists and broadcasters on how to
approach the issues of women and girl refugees and IDPs, and
to improve the ability of media to stick to the highest moral and
professional standards when reporting those issues.

-Urging academic researchers and university professors in the
Arab region to take part in highlighting the refugee crisis from
their own platforms, and through encouraging their students to
write about it, or even embark on related voluntary work.

-Improving joint Arab capabilities to monitor ceasefires, elections
and peacekeeping.

- AWO will intensify its peace and security training courses,
and add to them the skills of gender-sensitive monitoring and
documentation. The ultimate goal is to create skilful Arab teams
who are capable of monitoring the living conditions of female
victims of conflicts, as well as making sure that the gender aspects
is incorporated within any programmes aimed at supporting and
protecting the refugees, and also within post-conflict plans to re-
build civil capabilities.

-Act as a catalyst to generate support, including funding, for
humanitarian and developmental projects that benefit refugee
women and children in their host communities in the Arab region.




-Making sure any prospective “Arab Convention on Regulating
Refugee Status in Arab World addresses the specific needs of
women and girls.

-Urging Arab funds to finance the refugees’ needs and designing
programmes that are informed by gender analysis and sex and age
disaggregated data.

-Urging Arab and international civil society organizations to
support the refugees and IDPs in the Arab region and encourage
voluntary work to the same end.

-Calling on civil society organizations which are already assisting
the refugees to include the gender aspect in their programmes in
order to cater for the specific needs of women and girls.

-Boosting partnerships among civil society organizations and
other relevant regional and international agencies for a collective
effort to help women and girl refugees and IDPs.

-The Arab media should allocate a larger-scale coverage for the
various aspects of the refugee crisis, in a way that would reflect its
true scale and political, security and humanitarian fallout.

-It is vital that the media coverage of refugee issues includes the
humanitarian aspect and provides the women and girl refugees
and IDPs with a platform to talk about their problems and voice
their views.
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3- (Recommendations): Participants have agreed
on the following conclusions:

-An immediate cessation of all fighting and military actions which
is the main cause of the worsening displacement crisis.

- The protection of civilians from all forms of indiscriminate
attack is a legal obligation and a moral responsibility. A cessation
of hostilities is essential to stemming further displacement by
creating conditions that save lives and allows for the delivery of
humanitarian assistance

- Mainstreaming gender in all plans, policies and programmes
which are aimed at empowering, protecting and supporting
refugees and IDPs, and pursuing practical targeted action that
addresses the needs and rights of women and girls.

-Implementinga resilience based approach in the humanitarian
response, focusing on protection and assistance of a sustainable
nature rather than mere emergency relief, since the crisis is a
protracted one.

-Supporting Arab countries and communities that host refugees
to ensure that they are able to keep providing the refugees with
decent living conditions while also ensuring that the economic
and social needs of the host communities are equally met.
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The Fourth Session: The Role Played by Arab and International
Media in Dealing with the Crisis of Women Refugees/IDPs

The session featured a documentary on the crisis, a description
of Arab and international media coverage of issues relating to
women refugees, and accounts by a number of Arab broadcasters
of their experience and views of the Arab media coverage, as well
as their recommendations on how to mobilise the region’s media
to highlight those issues.

The Fifth Session: Financial Aid to Refugees in the Arab Region

The session discussed in detail international financial support to the
region’s refugees, whether the pledges made at donors’ conferences
have been fulfilled, as well as mechanisms for directing financial
aid to help the refugees bolster their work skills or gain new ones.
The session focused on activating the social responsibility of the
Arab private sector towards supporting the refugees.
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2- Conference Sessions

The First Session: The general Framework for the Crisis of
Women Refugees/IDPs in the Arab Region.

The session discussed:

-The current legal framework that deals with issues of refugees
and women in armed conflicts, how world events have contributed
to revising it, and whether it is sufficient to resolve the current
Crisis.

The Second Session: The Living Conditions of Female Refugees/
IDPs—Regional and International Responsibilities.

The Session included:

-Discussing the AWO report on the conditions of women refugees/
IDPs in the region.

-The role of both the UN and LAS in dealing with the crisis.

The Third Session: The Experience of Hosting Women Refugees/
IDPs in the Region.

This includes three aspects:
1-The experience of the governments of Arab countries that
receive the refugees/IDPS.
2-The support given by the Arab civil societies to women
refugees/IDPs.
3-The response by Western countries to the refugee crisis.

3
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figures, whom all together contributed to valuable and dynamic
discussions:

Participants included:

-Senior representatives from AWO, LAS, UNHCR, and UN
Women.

-Ministers and high-level officials from Arab countries.

-Representatives from Arab League agencies, as well as
international agencies, with relevant expertise and mandates.

-Representatives from the European Union and Western countries
where Arab refugees have sought asylum.

-Representative of civil societies from across the world.
-A number of Arab broadcasters and journalists.
-Representative from the Arab private sector.
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1- Background
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The Arab Women Organization (AWO) hosted a high level
conference on “The Refugee and Displaced Women in the
Arab Region: the Current Responses and Future Prospects”
in Cairo during the period from 35- May 2016, with cooperation
of the League of Arab States, UNHCR, and UN Women.

Due to the worsening humanitarian situation in the region, with
the conflict in Syria which has resulted in the worst international
refugee crisis since World War II. Moreover, an increasing number
of people from Iraq, Libya and Yemen have become internally
displaced or fled to neighboring countries.

The conference aimed to discuss how to meet the persistent
needs of the refugee and displaced women and how to effectively
implement the international humanitarian law and find practical
solutions to this protracted crisis.

Hence, the conference has brought together all the parties
concerned, including the supporting regional and international
bodies, the Arab and Western host states, international media and
private sector. While had been attended by a number of prominent
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